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STATE OF CALIFORNIA Armold Schwarzenegger, Goverrior

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

505 VAN NESS AVENUE
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102-3208

May 5, 2010

David Bryant

County of Tulare

5961 South Mooney Boulevard
Visalia, CA 93277

Re: Notice of Preparation, Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR)
Tulare County 2030 General Plan Update EIR
SCH# 2006041162

Dear Mr. Bryant:

As the state agency responsible for rail safety within California, the California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC or Commission) recommends that development projects proposed near rail
corridors be planned with the safety of these corridors in mind. New developments and
improvements to existing facilities may increase vehicular traffic volumes, not only on streets and
at intersections, but also at at-grade highway-rail crossings. In addition, projects may increase
pedestrian traffic at crossings, and elsewhere along rail corridor rights-of-way. Working with
CPUC staff early in project planning will help project proponents, agency staff, and other
reviewers to identify potential project impacts and appropriate mitigation measures, and thereby
improve the safely of molorists, pedestrians, railroad personnel, and railroad passengers.

The traffic impact study within the traffic/circulation section of the DEIR needs to specifically
consider aafciy issucs to at-grade railroad crossings. In addition to the potential impacts of the
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by other projects.
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between trains and pedestrians. The proposed project has the potential to increase vehicular and
pedestrian traffic in the vicinity.

Measures to reduce adverse impacts to rail safety need to be considered in the DEIR. General
categories of such measures inciude:

¢ Installation of grade separations at crossings. i.e.. physically separating roads and raiiroad track
by constructing OVerpasses or undcrpasscs
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e Installation of median separation to prevent vehicles from driving around railroad crossing
gates

s Prohibition of parking within 100 feet of crossings to improve the visibility of warning devices
and approaching trains

e Installation of pedestrian-specific warning devices and channelization and sidewalks

e Construction of pull out lanes for buses and vehicles transporting hazardous materials

» Installation of vandal-resistant fencing or walls to limit the access of pedestrians onto the
railroad right-of-way
Elimination of driveways near crossings

e Increased enforcement of traffic laws at crossings

e Rail safety awareness programs to educate the public about the hazards of highway-rail grade
crossings

Commission approval is required to modify an existing highway-rail crossing or to construct a new
crossing.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments. We look forward to working with the
County on this project. If you have any questions in this matter, please contact me at (41 5)713-
0092 or email at ms2(@cpuc.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Moses Stites

Rail Corridor Safety Specialist

Consumer Protection and Safety Division
Rail Transit and Crossings Branch

180 Promenade Circle, Suite 115
Sacramento, CA 95834-2939



