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David Bryent

Tulare County Resource Managementi Agsncy
5961 South Mooney Boulevard

Visalia, CA 93277

Subject: Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
SCH#: 2006041162

Dear David Bryaat:

The enclosed comment (s) on your Draft EIR was (were) received by the State Clearinghouse after the end
of the state review period, which closed on May 10, 2010. We are forwarding these comments to you
because they provide mformanon or raise issues that should be addressed in your final environmental
document.

The California Environmental Quality Act dos not require Lead Agencies to respond to late comments.
However, we encourage you to incorporate these additional comments into your final environmental
document and to consider them prior to taldng final action on the proposed project.

- Please contact the State Clearmghouse at (916) 445-0613 if you have auy questions concemmg the

environmental review process. If you have a question regarding the above-named project, please refer to
the ten-digit State Clearinghouse number (2006041162) when contacting this office.

Acting Director, State Clearinghouse

Enclosures
cc: Resources Agency

1400 10th Street  P.0.Box 3044 Sacramento, California 95812-3044
(916) 445-0613  FAX (916) 323-3018  vww.opr.ca.gov
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Mr. David Bryant, Prject Planner T lo

Tulare-County Resoiirce Management Agency [ _

5961 South Mooney Bivd " ETATE CLEARING HOUSE

Visalia, CA 93277 _ &

Subject: DEIR for the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
- SCHH# 2006041162

Dear Mr. Bryant:

The Department of Conservation's (Department) Division of [Land Resaurce Pratection (Blvision)
has reviewed the DEIR for the Tulare County General Plar 2030 Update. The Division monitors
farmitand conversion n a statewide basis and administers the Califomia Land Conservation
(Williamson) Act and other agricutturaf land conservation prigrams. We offer the following
comments and recommendations with respect {o the 2030 Lipdate's potential impacts on
agricultural land and resources. ' :

Project Description

The Tulare County Gieneral Plan 2030 Update establishes a planning framework and policies for
the planning period 1o 2030 and is considered a comprehensive update of the County of
Tulare's current General Plan.

The DEIR used a priogrammatic evaluation where impacts have been assessed for the overall
general plan along with the various planning areas that comprise the County. In keeping with
the primary objective s of the General Plan 2030 Update, the majority of impacts to important
farmlands are expected to occur within the future growth aceas of the County. :

Assuming:full build-cut of the Rural Valley Lands Plan for unincorporated community argas,
implementation of th= 2030 Update would convert up to 546,435 acres of impartant farmlands
within this portion of the County. Prime farmlands would acount for an estimated 42,645 acres,
or a majority of the tiutal number of canverted acres within the Rural Valley Lands Plan Area
Projected growth witiin the unincorporated community areas of the Foothill Growth
Management Plan A-ea would convert smaller amounts of important farmland (approximately
210 acres).

Division Comments:.:

The County already has numerous policies in place to deter development in agricultural areas
and to protect existing agricultural lands currently in produition. In addition to these policies,
the County is proposing an Agricultural Conservation Easement Program. Although direct

The Department of Conservation s mission is to balance roday s needs with toiorrow’s challenges and foster intelligent, sustainable,
aad ¢fficient use of California‘s energy. land, cnd mineral resources. '
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conversion of agricultural fand is often an unavoidable impact under Califomia Environmental
Quality Act ({CEQA) analysis, adoption and implementaticn of this policy would partially offsat
some of those impects. The proposed policy is as follow:s:

AG-1.6 Cornversion Easements. The Counly may develop an Agricuitural Conservation
Easement Frrogram (ACEP) to help protect and preserve agricultural lands (including
“Important Farmiands”), as defined in the Elemen!. This program may require payment
of an in-lieu fee sufficient t0 purchase a farmland conservation easement, farmland deed
restriction, or other farmiand conservation mechanism as a condition of approval for
conservation of imporfant agricuftural land to nonagricultural use. The ACEP shall be
used for raplacement lands determined to be: of siatewide significance (Prime: or other
Important Formlands), or sensitive and necessary for the preservation of agricultural
lana, including land that may be part of a community separator as part of a
‘comprehensive program to establish community separators. The in-fieu fee or other
conservation mechanism shall recognize the impcrtance of fand value and shall require
equivalent mitigation.

The Division supparts this strateqy and believes that it would be beneficial to the County to
adopt AG-1.6 and make it a permanent policy under the updated General Plan.

Thani you for giving,us the opportunity to comment on the Tulare County General Plan 2030
Update. Please privide this Department with the date of any hearings far this particular action,.
and any staff reports pertaining to it. If you have questions regarding ocurcomments, orrequire
technical assistancs: or information on agricultural land conservation, please contact Meri
Meraz, Environmenial Planner, at 801 K Street, MS 18-01, Sacramento, California 85814, or by
phone at (918) 445-9411.

Sincerely,

Rt L
Dan Otis
Pragram Manager :

Williamson Act Program

ce:  State Clearinghouse



