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RECOMMENDATION(S):

That the Planning Commission:

(1) Receive a Staff Presentation on Staff's summary of the public input regarding
Proposed General Plan 2030 Update, Proposed Climate Action Plan, and
Proposed Final Environmental Impact Report from the Planning Commission
Public Hearing on October 19, 2011, and November 16, 2011.

(2) Review Staff recommendations, and approve the following Planning
Commission recommendations to the Board of Supervisors:




SUBJECT: General Plan 2030 Update
DATE: December 7, 2011

1. Resolution recommending certification of the Proposed FEIR
for the Proposed General Plan 2030 Update and Proposed
Climate Action Plan;,

2. Resolution recommending adoption of the Proposed General
Plan 2030 Update incorporating modifications described therein;

3. Resolution recommending adoption of the Proposed Climate
Action Plan.

PLANNING COMMISSION ALTERNATIVES:

ALTERNATIVE No. 1: Refer back to Staff for further study and report.

PROJECT OVERVIEW:

General Plan 2030 Update:

The General Plan is the County's "Constitution" for future development and growth
within the unincorporated areas of the County. State law requires that the County
prepare and adopt a comprehensive and long-range general plan (Government Code
Section 65300). The County of Tulare is amending and updating its existing General
Plan. The name used for the proposed amendment and update is the Tulare County
General Plan 2030 Update (GPU). The GPU will reorganize, update, and modernize the
County’s general plan policies and documents as described in Chapter 1 of the GPU
(Please see Part | Chapter 1 Section 1.2 of the GPU).

The General Plan Update maintains the long standing tradition of supporting
sustainable agricultural resources through the Rural Valley Lands Plan, and directing
future urban growth into established areas containing existing development through the
proposed Planning Framework Element (update of the existing Urban Boundaries
Element).

This GPU addresses six of the seven mandatory general plan elements required by the
State: land use, circulation, open-space, conservation, safety, and noise (Government
Code Section 65302). The Housing Element is required to be updated every five years
and, therefore, follows a separate track than that of the GPU. The current Housing
Element was adopted by the County in 2010, and is under review by the State
Department of Housing and Community Development prior to certification. (Please see
Part | Chapter 1 Table 1.1 General Plan Consistency Matrix of the GPU).

The proposed GPU documents include Part | (the Goals and Policies Report) and Part
Il (the Area Plans), and the Tulare County General Plan 2010 Background Report. As is
required by state law, an environmental document, in this case, a Proposed Final
Environmental Impact Report was prepared by the County and was circulated prior to
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this meeting. A Proposed Climate Action Plan has been prepared as an implementation
measure of the GPU. The Proposed Climate Action Plan is not a part of the formal GPU
documents but will be considered for approval contemporaneous with the adoption of
the GPU.

The GPU is a programmatic policy level document which provides for a general level of
specificity to provide flexibility in order to address the diverse geographical nature of the
County which includes Valley, Foothill, and Mountain areas while also recognizing the
historical context of over 30 unincorporated communities. A greater level of specificity is
provided through the provision of individual Area, Sub-Area, Community, Hamiet,
Mountain, County Adopted City General Plans, and as provided through the Tulare
County Zoning Ordinance and Tulare County Ordinance Code. It is important to note
that the GPU is a living document and each element can be amended up to four times

per year.

Overall, the objectives of the proposed project are to adopt an update to the existing
County General Plan that achieves the following:

» Protects the County’s important agricultural resources and scenic natural lands
from urban encroachment through the implementation of goals and policies of
the General Plan;

» Strictly limits rural residential development in important agricultural areas outside
of unincorporated communities’ and cities’ UABs and UDBs (i.e., avoid rural
residential sprawl} by directing development into the cities and into the defined
unincorporated UDB, HDB and MSC boundaries where supporting infrastructure
is or will be made available.

* Promotes sustainability by including a Climate Action Strategy and by promoting
Smart Growth and Healthy Communities;

* Provides opportunities for small unincorporated communities to grow or improve
quality of life and their economic viability and to provide the framework for
planning new self sustaining communities;

» Promotes reinvestment in existing unincorporated communities in a way that
enhances the quality of life and their economic viability in these locations;

» Allows existing and outdated agricultural facilities in rural areas to be retrofitted
and used for new agricultural related businesses (including value added
processing facilities and uses) subject to specified criteria; and

» Enbhance planning coordination and cooperation with the agencies and
organizations with land management responsibilities in and adjacent to Tulare
County.

Purposes of the Meeting:

The purposes of this meeting are to: (1) Receive a Staff Presentation on Staff's
summary of the public input regarding Proposed General Plan 2030 Update Proposed
Climate Action Plan and Proposed Final Environmental Impact Report from the
Planning Commission Public Hearing on October 19, 2011 and November 16, 2011,
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and (2) Review Staff recommendations, and approve the following Planning
Commission recommendations to the Board of Supervisors: [1.] Resolution
recommending certification of the Proposed FEIR for the Proposed General Plan 2030
Update and Proposed Climate Action Plan; [2.] Resolution recommending adoption of
the Proposed General Plan 2030 Update incorporating modifications described therein;
[3.] Resolution recommending adoption of the Proposed Climate Action Plan.

Comment Overview-October 19. 2011 hearing and November 16, 2011 hearing:

At your October 19, 2011 public hearing, 23 persons provided verbal comments. A
transcript has been prepared of the verbal comments and has been reviewed by staff.
Twenty written comment letters which include e-mail transmittals were also submitted
before during and after the October 19, 2011 hearing. As of November 8, 2011, the
written and verbal comments received on or before this date have been reviewed by
staff.

At your November 16, 2011 public hearing, 21 persons provided verbal comments. A
transcript has been prepared of the verbal comments and has been reviewed by staff.
Twenty four written comment letters which include e-mail transmittals were also
submitted after the October 19, 2011 hearing and up to and including the public hearing
on November 16, 2011. As of November 16, 2011, the written and verbal comments
received on or before this date have been reviewed by staff.

Of the 85 separate comments identified, approximately 34 percent were received from
Three Rivers residents, and two individual parties accounted for 21 percent of the total
number of written comments. Almost half of the total comments were received from
Foothill Community areas, including Three Rivers, Springville, Lemon Cove, and from
several Exeter residents. Please see Attachment 2 (Summary list of Comments).

The following list represents areas of continued comment regarding the GPU and
proposed final RDEIR:

Climate Change/Air Quality.

Water quality and quantity.

Land Use and Project buildout assumptions.

Level of detail and programmatic nature of the RDEIR.
Enforcement of the general plan policies.

Range of Alternatives.

Healthy Growth, Smart Growth, Compact Development, City Centered Growth
Location of Development/New Towns

Regional Growth Corridors

Preservation of Agricultural Land and Open Space
Disadvantaged Communities/Infrastructure Needs
Inventories

Archeological Resources

Flood Control
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Staff's review of the written and verbal comments has not identified any new CEQA
issues that would require additional environmental studies.

Climate change- A Climate Action Plan has been prepared to address AB 32
Compliance. SB 375 Components are addressed in the following ways: Range of
Housing Opportunities, Walkability, Collaboration, Attractive Communities, Sense of
Place, Predictable Decisions, Mix of Land Uses, Open Space Preservation, Variety of
Transportation Choices, Direct development to Urban Communities, Compact Building
Design, Economic Vitality, and Resource Management.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the following
manner:;

The Climate Action Plan, The GPU Planning Framework Element, Agricultural Element,
Air Quality Element, Land Use Element, Environmental Resources Management
Element, Health and Safety Element, Transportation and Circulation Element, Public
Facilities and Services Element, Economic Development Element, Scenic Landscapes,
Water Resources Element, the RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR including
Master Response #10.

Water quality and quantity- The GPU provides for the current and long-range water
needs of the County and for the protection of the quality and quantity of surface and
groundwater resources. Water Supply is adequately addresses at the programmatic
level in the RDEIR Water Supply Evaluation.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the following
manner:

The GPU Planning Framework Element, Environmental Resources Management
Element, Health and Safety Element, Public Facilities and Services Element, and Water
Resources Element and The RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR including Master
Response #6.

Land Use and Project buildout assumptions- The land use diagram in Figure 4-1
provides an appropriate level of detail at the General Plan level. A greater level of
specificity is appropriate at the Area, Sub-Area, and Community Plan level. A build out
analysis is included in the FEIR.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the following
manner:

GPU Land Use Element, The RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR including
Master Response #5.
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Level of detail and programmatic nature of the RDEIR- Programmatic Document
policies are adequate at the General Plan level, greater level of specificity is provided at
the Area, Sub Area, Community Plan level including the ordinance code.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the following
manner:

The RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR including Master Response #4.

Enforcement of the general plan policies- Programmatic Document, policies are
adequate at the General Plan level, greater level of specificily is provided at the Area,
Sub Area, Community Plan level including the Tulare County Ordinance Code and
Tulare County Zoning Ordinance.

These areas of areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the
following manner:

The RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR including Master Response #3.

Range of Alternatives- Consistent with CEQA requirements (CEQA Guidelines Section
15126.6(a)), the EIR process reviewed scenarios and developed a range of alternatives
designed to feasibly attain most of the project objectives but also avoid or lessen
several significant effects associated with the proposed project.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the following
manner:

The RDEIR, and the FEIR including Master Response #9.

Healthy Growth, Smart Growth, Compact Development, City Centered Growth-
The GPU provides for Smart Growth and Healthy Communities, Promotion of Infill,
Mixed-Use, LEED, and Intermodal Connectivity.

These areas of areas of continued comment regarding the GPU: are addressed in the
following manner:

The Climate Action Plan, The GPU Planning Framework Element, Agricultural Element,
Air Quality Element, Land Use Element, Environmental Resources Management
Element, Health and Safety Element, Transportation and Circulation Element, Public
Facilities and Services Element, Economic Development Element, Scenic Landscapes,
Water Resources Element, Rural Valley Lands Plan, Foothill Growth Management
Plan, Mountain Framework Plan, the RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR.




SUBJECT: General Plan 2030 Update
DATE: December 7, 2011

Location of Development/New Towns- Preservation of Resource Conservation is
accomplished by managed growth in urban communities and consistency as applicable
with associated Area Plans.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the following
manner:

The GPU Planning Framework Element, Agricuitural Element, Air Quality Element,
Land Use Element, Environmental Resources Management Element, Public Facilities
and Services Element, Economic Development Element, Scenic Landscapes, Rural
Valley Lands Plan, Foothill Growth Management Plan, Mountain Framework Plan, the
RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR.

Regional Growth Corridors- The Corridor Framework Plan provides framing policies
for future corridor plans to be adopted. Pending adoption of regional growth corridor
plans, the County may approve highway oriented commercial, industrial, and mixed use
development only at specific intersections of major collectors subject to conformity with
the RVLP and specified standards.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the following
manner:

The GPU Planning Framework Element, Corridors Framework Plan, the RDEIR and its
appendices, and the FEIR.

Preservation of Agricultural Land and Open Space- The GPU promotes the long-
term preservation of productive and potentially-productive agricultural lands and to
accommodate agricultural-support services and agriculturally-related activities that
supports the viability of agriculture and further the County's economic development

goals.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the following
manner:

The GPU Planning Framework Element, Agricultural Eiement, Land Use Element,
Environmental Resources Management Element, Transportation and Circulation
Element, Public Facilities and Services Element, Scenic Landscapes, Rural Valley
Lands Plan, Foothill Growth Management Plan, Mountain Framework Plan, the RDEIR
and its appendices, and the FEIR.

Disadvantaged Communities/Infrastructure Needs- The GPU Planning Framework
Element provides a framework for economic development, the provision of public
services, and quality of life in Hamlets. The Public Facilities and Services Element
provides policies that maintains acceptable levels of service, minimize costs, and
provide criteria for determining the location, capacity, and timing of existing and future
public facilities and services
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These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the following
manner:

The GPU Planning Framework Element, Agricultural Element, Air Quality Element,
Land Use Element, Environmental Resources Management Element, Health and Safety
Element, Transportation and Circulation Element, Public Facilities and Financing
Element, Economic Development Element, Water Resources Element, the RDEIR and
its appendices, and the FEIR.

Inventories- Numerous inventories are contained in the Background Report and
RDEIR and its appendices. The Background report contains over 130 tables and over
40 figures. The RDEIR contains over 100 tables and over 30 figures. Areas of interest
include Williamson Act Properties (Background Report Chapter 4), Natural
Communities (Background Report Chapter 9), Scenic Resources (Background Report
Chapter 11), Public Facilities (Background Report Chapter 7).

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the following
manner:

The Background Report , the RDEIR and its appendices.

Archeological Resources- The GPU provides policies to manage and protect sites of
cultural and archaeological importance for the benefit of present and future
generations. Certified Local Government is addressed in the GPU in the Environmental
Resources Management Element.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the following
manner:

The GPU Land Use Element, Environmental Resources Management Element, Foothill
Growth Management Plan, the RDEIR and its appendices.

Flood Control- The GPU Health and Safety Element contains policies to minimize the
possibility for loss of life, injury, or damage to property as a result of flood hazards.
These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the following

manner:

The GPU meets the requirements of AB 162 as specified in Policy Comment Matrix 3C
Number 33.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUMMARY:

Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (RDEIR):
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The RDEIR is part of the proposed Final Environmental Impact Report and analyzes
the environmental impacts of the Proposed Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update.
Additionally, the RDEIR identifies ways to minimize or mitigate significant effects of the
GPU and describes reasonable alternatives to the GPU that would avoid or reduce the
GPU significant effects (Section 15121fa] CEQA Guidelines).

The Background Report, an informational document, offers insight into the conditions
and environment that existed in the County during the preparation of the GPU. The
RDEIR lists the potential effects that the new policies found in the GPU will have on the
environment and identifies mitigation measures that could potentiaily lessen the effects
of these impacts. The RDEIR also contains an executive summary and describes the
environmental setting of the GPU.

Summary Of Comments Received On The RDEIR:

A Total of 44 comment letters were received on the RDEIR during the public comment
period from March 25, 2010 to May 27, 2010. These letters contained approximately
2,300 comments, with approximately 1,570 pages of materials. Letters received from
government and local agencies accounted for 4 percent of the total comments received.
Letters received from individuals and organizations comprised 96 percent of the total
comments received. There were seven letters from private citizens residing in Three
Rivers that submitted the majority of comments which totaled approximately 1,330 and
accounted for 57 percent of the total comments received from government, [ocal
agencies, and individuals and organizations.

The majority of comment letters were classified within several key topics:

Policy Comments that do not Raise CEQA Issues

Previous Comment Letters and the RDEIR

Enforceable Policy Language

Level of Detail for the General Plan and RDEIR Programmatic Nature
Land Use Diagram and Build-out Assumptions

Water Supply Evaluation Assumptions and Methodology
Implementation Measures

Foothill Growth Management Plan

Range of Alternatives Addressed in the RDEIR

Climate Action Plan

Proposed Final EIR (FEIR): The proposed FEIR addresses the comments received on
the RDEIR, in accordance with the requirements of the State California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines and includes the following chapters: Executive, Summary
contains the FEIR Overview, Chapter 1, “Introduction and Reader's Guide,” discusses
the purpose of this document, public review process, CEQA requirements, and use of
this document, Chapter 2, “Minor Revisions to the RDEIR,” contains minor changes and
edits to the text of the RDEIR made in response to the comments. These changes are
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to correct minor errors and for purposes of clarification, Chapter 3, “Comments on the
RDEIR,” includes a copy of each of the comment letters received during the review
period from March 25, 2010 to May 27, 2010, The individual comment letter numbers
correspond to those responses provided in Chapter 5, Chapter 4, “Master Responses,”
is comprised of general responses that address similar comments received regarding
certain specified subject areas, Chapter 5, "Responses to Comments on the RDEIR,”
contains the individual comments received during the public review period for the
RDEIR along with written responses to those comments, Chapter 6, Report
Preparation, identifies of lead agency and consulting team who prepared the report.

A correctory matrix has been prepared to identify minor changes to Chapter 2 of the
FEIR which includes minor changes to the RDEIR. These minor changes are identified
in Attachment 2.

The FEIR for the General Plan 2030 Update was prepared in compliance with the
CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14). The County of Tulare
(County) is the Lead Agency for the environmental review of the proposed project and
has the principal responsibility for approving the General Plan 2030 Update and the
Climate Action Plan.

The Lead Agency must “certify” the FEIR consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section
15090. According to the CEQA Guidelines, “certification” consists of three separate
steps. Prior to approving a project, the lead agency shall certify that: (1) the FEIR has
been completed in compliance with CEQA,; (2) the FEIR was presented to the decision-
making body of the lead agency and that the body has reviewed and considered the
information contained in the FEIR prior to approving the project; and (3) that the FEIR
reflects the Lead Agency’s independent judgment and analysis (CEQA Guidelines,
§15090(a); see also Public Resources Code, §21082.1(c)(3)). For the adoption of the
General Plan Update, the decision making body is the Tulare County Board of
Supervisors who have the responsibility of certifying the Environmental Impact Report.
(See CEQA Guidelines Sections 15090, 15356, and Government Code Section 65356.)

PROJECT SUMMARY:

The General Plan was first adopted in 1964. Since then, numerous elements and
amendments of the General Plan have been adopted. The 1964 General Plan and its
numerous unconsolidated documents is what remains in use today. The GPU is the
product of an update process that, in 2011, added a variety of important new goals,
policies, and implementation measures to existing components of the County’s General
Plan.

In the summer of 2003, the Tulare County Board of Supervisors approved a work
program to prepare an update of the County's General Plan. A series of 19 workshops,
11 public Board of Supervisors study sessions, 12 technical advisory committee
meetings and four joint Board of Supervisors and Planning Commission meetings were
held to discuss, review, recommend and provide public comment on the GPU. A
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Technical Advisory Committee Draft GPU was prepared in July 2006. Additional Drafts
were prepared including an October 2006 Board of Supervisors Draft, a November
2006 Public Draft and a July 2007 Revised Draft. Over 300 pages of comments,
suggestions and recommendations were received by the County during the public
outreach meetings. All comments received by the County were placed into a 2007
policy comment matrix.

After many community and County workshops, the County published in January 2008 a
proposed Tulare County General Plan Update and Draft Environmental Impact Report
(DEIR). The DEIR was circulated for public review and comment for an extended
period of over 90 days (January 14, 2008 through April 15, 2008) to allow for maximum
public involvement and input. After analysis of the comments received, the County
decided to significantly revise the DEIR and on March 25, 2010, released the
Recirculated DEIR and revised proposed GPU.

Additional public outreach was conducted in 2010 with presentations made to each city
council and alsc included a number of unincorporated community presentations. In
addition, there were coordination meetings with the Council of Cities staff to resolve
policy issues related to coordinating development around each city. On August 31,
2011, a joint workshop was held by the Board of Supervisors and Planning Commission
to receive an update from staff regarding staff review of comments received on the
Proposed General Plan 2030 Update Goals and Policies Report, Proposed Climate
Action Plan and DEIR. At the workshop staff was authorized to release the proposed
FEIR and supporting documents to the public and pertinent public agencies. Please see
Attachment 2 for a list of dates these meetings and presentations were conducted.

Climate Action Plan:

As part of the Climate Action Strategy, a Proposed Climate Action Plan has been
prepared. The Tulare County Climate Action Plan (CAP) serves as a guiding document
for County actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to the potential
effects of climate change. The CAP is an implementation measure of the GPU. An
Implementation Measure is a specific action, program, procedure, or technique.
Implementation Measures are provided to help ensure that appropriate actions are
taken to implement the General Plan. Implementation Measures may be adjusted over
time, without amending the General Plan, based on new information, changing
circumstances, and evaluation of their effectiveness, so long as they remain consistent
with the intent of the General Plan and adopted mitigation measures. The Proposed
GPU provides the supporting framework for development in the County to produce
fewer greenhouse gas emissions during Plan buildout. The CAP builds on the GPU
framework with more specific actions that will be applied to achieve emission reduction
targets consistent with California legislation.

Policy Comment Matrices:
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In response to the comments received on the General Plan during the public comment
period, three policy comment matrices are included in the Planning Commission
agenda materials as Attachment 3. The first matrix (Attachment 3 A)} titled "Public
Policy Comment Matrix” is a staff compiled matrix designed to address some of the
more policy specific changes suggested in the comments. The second and third
matrices {Attachments 3 B and 3 C) are those referenced under the heading "Global
Changes to the RDEIR" in the FEIR. Attachment 3B is titled "Tulare County 2030
General Plan Update Summary of Changes" and identifies recommended policy
changes suggested in the RDEIR. Attachment 3 C is titled the "General Plan 2030
Update Correctory Table" and identifies clerical and staff recommended changes to the
General Plan 2030 Update. All of these documents are intended to be "working
documents” and additional information, materials or recommendations may be added or
modified by the County during the public hearing and decision making process for this
project.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE:

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on this matter on October 19, 2011.
This public hearing was continued to November 16, 2011, to allow additional written
comment, and was closed on November 16, 2011. A public notice for this hearing was
printed in the Dinuba Sentinel on October 6, 2011, the Visalia Times Delta, Porterville
Recorder, and the Tulare Advance Register on October 7, 2011 at least ten days prior
to the scheduled date of the October 19, 2011 public hearing (Please see Attachment 4
Copy of Public Notice). A public notice was mailed to all individuals and agencies who
commented on the RDEIR. In addition, a public notice was mailed to all individuals who
requested to be notified of future public hearings regarding the project. The notice was
posted outside of the Board of Supervisors Chambers (where the Planning Commission
meets) and included in the General Plan Update section of the County of Tulare
website.

Gov. Code Section 65009(b) requires the County to include in any public notice issued
pursuant to Government Code, Title 7, Planning and Land Use, a notice substantially
stating all of the following: “If you challenge the Certification of the Final EIR and
adoption of the GPU, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone
else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence
delivered to the County of Tulare at, or prior to, the public hearing.”

Timing And Nature Of Public Hearings:

After the close of the public hearing by the Planning Commission, it was recommended
that the Planning Commission approve appropriate resolutions for the Planning
Commission’s recommendations to the Board of Supervisors. The Planning
Commission continued this matter to December 7, 2011, for action on the
recommended resolutions. Action by the Planning Commission on a General Plan
Amendment is advisory. The Planning Commission may recommend foc the Board of
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Supervisors that the proposed amendment be approved, approved with modifications,
or disapproved.

After the Planning Commission has made its recommendation on the proposed project,
the Tulare County Board of Supervisors will notice and hold a public hearing on the
proposed General Plan Update and will consider the Final EIR. The County could then
certify the FEIR, adopt Findings. a Mitigation and Monitoring Program, if needed, a
Statement of Overriding Considerations, and adopt the General Plan and Climate
Action Plan. A Statement of Overriding Considerations would determine that the GPU
project would provide an economic, legal, social, technological or other benefit that
would outweigh the project's significant and unavoidable impacts that cannot be
lessened or avoided with the adoption of feasible mitigation measures.

Public hearings before the Board of Supervisors will be noticed and held separately
after the Planning Commission public hearings are completed. Copies of the notice will
be sent to any individual or entity requesting notice.

ATTACHMENTS.:

1. FEIR Chapter 2 Minor Revisions Correctory
2. Summary List of Commenter’s
3. Policy Comment Matrices

PROJECT PLANNER: CHIEF PLANNER:
7 G S
Dave Bryant, Special F’roje Manager Fred Brusuelas, AI \

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR:

NNC M-

Michael C. Spata ' \
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BEFORE THE PLANNING COMMISSION
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE MATTER OF THE TULARE
COUNTY PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN
2030 UPDATE PROPOSED FINAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

RESOLUTION NO. XXXX

Resolution of the Planning Commission of the County of Tulare regarding the
Final Environmental Impact Report for the proposed General Plan 2030 Update and the
proposed Climate Action Plan.

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the County of Tulare considered a
Final Environmental Impact Report for the adoption of the General Plan 2030 Update at a
duly advertised public hearing held on October 19, 2011 and November 16, 2011, at
which time oral and documentary evidence was presented; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has given notice of the proposed
amendment to the General Plan as provided in Sections 65353, 65090, and 65091 of the
Government Code of the State of California and as provided for in the County’s
California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, stafl has made such investigation of fact bearing upon the proposed
General Plan 2030 Update to assure action consistent with the procedures and purposes
set forth in the California Government Code, the State General Plan Guidelines, and the
Tulare County General Plan; and

WHEREAS, a public notice was printed in the Dinuba Sentinel on October 6,
2011, the Visalia Times Delta, Porterville Recorder, and the Tulare Advance Register on
October 7, 2011 at least ten days prior to the public hearing and that hearing was held at
which public testimony was received at a public hearing before the Planning Commission
on October 19, 2011 and continued on November 16, 2011;

WHEREAS, the Planning Commissions’s public hearing was closed after public
testimony was received on November 16, 2011 and the matter was continued to
December 7, 2011 ; and

WHEREAS, a proposed Final Environmental Impact Report on the Tulare
County General Plan 2030 Update (State Clearinghouse No. 2006041162} has been
prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources
Code, Section 21000 et seq.) to analyze the environmental impacts of the new General
Plan; and




Resolution No. XXXX
Planning Commission
Page 2

WHEREAS, a series of 19 workshops, 11 public Board of Supervisors study
sessions, 12 technical advisory committee meetings and four joint Board of Supervisors
and Planning Commission meetings were held to discuss, review, recommend and
provide public comment to the GPU; and

WHEREAS, After many community and County workshops, the County
published in January 2008 a proposed Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update and Draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). The DEIR was circulated for public review and
comment for an extended period of over 90 days (January 14, 2008 through April 15,
2008) to allow for maximum public involvement and input; and

WHEREAS, Consideration of the various comments received on the DEIR, as
well as continued developments in the areas of air quality, climate change impacts
regulation and water resources resulted in the County’s decision to update a number of
sections of the previous DEIR as well as the Background Report; and

WHEREAS, This resulted in release of the "proposed project” draft of the
General Plan 2030 update also known as the "February 2010 General Plan 2030 Update
Document”, (B) the Recirculated Draft EIR, and (C) preparation of a Climate Action Plan
circulated for a 60 day review period between March 25, 2011 and May 27, 2011 to allow
for maximum public involvement and input; and

WHEREAS, On August 31, 2011 a joint workshop was held by the Board of
Supervisors and Planning Commission to receive an update from staff regarding staff
review of comments received on the Proposed General Plan 2030 Update Goals and
Policies Report, Proposed Climate Action Plan and DEIR; and

WHEREAS, Planning Commission has reviewed and considered the Recirculated
Draft EIR, and the proposed Final Recirculated Draft EIR, including comment letters,
responses to comments, and additional public comments made and submitted at public
meetings up to the time of adoption of this resolution; and

WHEREAS, at said public hearing the Planning Commission considered the
staff report, which is maintained by the County and incorporated herein by reference
along with evidence and testimony at said hearing; and the recommended action
to certify the Final Environmental Impact Report; and

WHEREAS, the action recited herein is found to be essential for the
preservation of public health, safety, and general welfare; and

WHEREAS, staff has made such investigation of fact bearing upon the proposed
General Plan 2030 Update to assure action consistent with the procedures and purposes
set forth in the California Government Code, the State General Plan Guidelines, and the
Tulare County General Plan; and
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WHEREAS, the “Recirculated Draft ETR” refers to the Recirculated Draft EIR
released for review in March 2010; and

WHEREAS, the “Final Recirculated Draft EIR” also referred to as the “Final
EIR” or “Final Environmental Impact Report” for the Tulare County General Plan 2030
Update and the Climate Action Plan (SCH#2006041162), includes the following
documents (consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15132): the Recirculated Draft
EIR, Table of Contents, Executive Summary, Chapter 1 “Introduction and Readers
Guide”, Chapter 2 “Minor Revisions to the RDEIR”, Chapter 3 “Comments on the
RDEIR” as provided in Volume II, Chapter 4 “Master Responses”, Chapter 5 “Response
to Comments on the RDEIR”.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

That the Planning Commission has reviewed and considered the information contained in
the proposed Final Environmental Impact Report, including the Recirculated Draft EIR
and oral and written comments up to the time of the adoption of this resolution, and
hereby recommends that the Board of Supervisors certify said Final Environmental
Impact Report and adopt the Findings, Statement of Overriding Considerations, and a
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program.

Planning Commission recommends the Board of Supervisors certify the Environmental
Impact Report as follows:

1. The Planning Commission has reviewed and considered the information in the
Final Environmental Impact Report, including the Recirculated Draft EIR, and
comments received after the close of the public review period and up to the
adoption of this resolution, and the summary of comments included in Attachment
A, before recommending certification of the Final EIR to the Board of Supervisors
and recommending approval of the General Plan 2030 Update.

2. The Final Environmental Impact Report, including the Recirculated Draft
Environmental Impact Report (RDEIR), has been completed in compliance with
the California Environmental Quality Act, and is on file in the office of the
Resource Management Agency.

3. The Final Environmental Impact Report, including the Recirculated Draft EIR,
was presented to the Board of Supervisors, and that the Board of Supervisors
reviewed and considered the information contained in the proposed Final EIR
prior to approving the project.

4, The Final Environmental Impact Report reflects Tulare County’s independent
judgment and analysis.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED as follows:

That the Planning Commission directs staff to prepare as appropriate a Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program, Statement of Overriding Considerations, and
Findings of Fact for consideration by the Board of Supervisors.

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon motion of Commissioner ,
seconded by Commissioner at a meeting of the Planning Commission on
the 7th day of December 2011, by the following roll call vote.

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:

TULARE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Michael C. Spata, Secretary
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ATTACHMENT A
AREAS OF CONTINUED COMMENT REGARDING THE GPU AND
PROPOSED FINAL RECIRCULATED DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT

Climate Change/Air Quality.

Water quality and quantity.

Land Use and Project buildout assumptions.

Level of detail and programmatic nature of the RDEIR.
Enforcement of the general plan policies.

Range of Alternatives.

Healthy Growth, Smart Growth, Compact Development, City Centered Growth
Location of Development/New Towns

Regional Growth Corridors

Preservation of Agricultural Land and Open Space
Disadvantaged Communities/Infrastructure Needs
Inventories

Archeological Resources

Flood Control

Climate change- A Climate Action Plan has been prepared to address AB 32
Compliance. SB 375 Components are addressed in the following ways: Range of
Housing Opportunities, Walkability, Collaboration, Attractive Communities,
Sense of Place, Predictable Decisions, Mix of Land Uses, Open Space
Preservation, Variety of Transportation Choices, Direct development to Urban
Communities, Compact Building Design, Economic Vitality, and Resource
Management.

These areas of areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed
in the following manner:

The Climate Action Plan, The GPU Planning Framework Element, Agricultural
Element, Air Quality Element, Land Use Element, Environmental Resources
Management Element, Health and Safety Element, Transportation and
Circulation Element, Public Facilities and Services Element, Economic
Development Element, Scenic Landscapes, Water Resources Element, the
RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR including Master Response #10.

Water quality and quantity- The GPU provides for the current and long-range
water needs of the County and for the protection of the quality and guantity of
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surface and groundwater resources. Water Supply is adequately addresses at
the programmatic level in the RDEIR Water Supply Evaluation.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the
following manner:

The GPU Planning Framework Element, Environmental Resources Management
Element, Health and Safety Element, Public Facilities and Services Element, and
Water Resources Element and The RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR
including Master Response #6.

Land Use and Project buildout assumptions- The land use diagram in Figure
4-1 provides an appropriate level of detail at the General Plan level. A greater
level of specificity is appropriate at the Area, Sub-Area, and Community Plan
level. A build out analysis is included in the FEIR.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the
following manner:

GPU Land Use Element, The RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR including
Master Response #5.

L.evel of detail and programmatic nature of the RDEIR- Programmatic
Document policies are adequate at the General Plan level, greater leve! of
specificity is provided at the Area, Sub Area, Community Plan leve] including the
ordinance code.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the
following manner:

The RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR including Master Response #4.

Enforcement of the general plan policies- Programmatic Document, policies
are adequate at the General Plan level, greater level of specificity is provided at
the Area, Sub Area, Community Plan level including the ordinance code.

These areas of areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed
in the following manner:

The RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR including Master Response #3.

Range of Alternatives- Consistent with CEQA requirements (CEQA Guidelines
Section 15126.6(a)), the EIR process reviewed scenarios and developed a range
of alternatives designed to feasibly attain most of the project objectives but also
avoid or lessen several significant effects associated with the proposed project.
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These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the
following manner:

The RDEIR, and the FEIR including Master Response #9.

Healthy Growth, Smart Growth, Compact Development, City Centered
Growth- The GPU provides for Smart Growth and Healthy Communities,
Promotion of Infill, Mixed-Use, LEED, and Intermodal Connectivity.

These areas of areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed
in the following manner;

The Climate Action Plan, The GPU Planning Framework Element, Agricultural
Element, Air Quality Element, Land Use Element, Environmental Resources
Management Element, Health and Safety Element, Transportation and
Circulation Element, Public Facilities and Services Element, Economic
Development Element, Scenic Landscapes, Water Resources Element, Rural
Valley Lands Plan, Focthill Growth Management Plan, Mountain Framework
Plan, the RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR.

Location of Development/New Towns- Preservation of Resource Conservation
is accomplished by managed growth in urban communities and consistency as
applicable with associated Area Plans.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the
following manner:

The GPU Planning Framework Element, Agricultural Element, Air Quality
Element, Land Use Element, Environmental Resources Management Element,
Public Facilities and Services Element, Economic Development Element, Scenic
Landscapes, Rural Valley Lands Plan, Foothill Growth Management Plan,
Mountain Framework Plan, the RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR.

Regional Growth Corridors- The Corridor Framework Plan provides framing
policies for future corridor plans to be adopted. Pending adoption of regional
growth corridor plans, the County may approve highway oriented commercial,
industrial, and mixed use development only at specific intersections of major
collectors subject to conformity with the RVLP and specified standards.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the
following manner:
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The GPU Planning Framework Element, Corridors Framework Plan, the RDEIR
and its appendices, and the FEIR.

Preservation of Agricultural Land and Open Space- The GPU promotes the
long-term preservation of productive and potentiaily-productive agricultural lands
and to accommodate agricultural-support services and agriculturally-related
activities that supports the viability of agriculture and further the County’s
economic development goals.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the
following manner:

The GPU Planning Framework Element, Agricultural Element, Land Use
Element, Environmental Resources Management Element, Transportation and
Circulation Element, Public Facilities and Services Element, Scenic Landscapes,
Rural Valley L.ands Plan, Foothill Growth Management Plan, Mountain
Framework Plan, the RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR.

Disadvantaged Communities/Infrastructure Needs- The GPU Planning
Framework Element provides a framework for economic development, the
provision of public services, and quality of life in Hamlets. The Public Facilities
and Services Element provides policies that maintains acceptable levels of
service, minimize costs, and provide criteria for determining the location,
capacity, and timing of existing and future public facilities and services

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the
following manner:

The GPU Planning Framework Element, Agricultural Element, Air Quality
Element, Land Use Element, Environmental Resources Management Element,
Health and Safety Element, Transportation and Circulation Element, Public
Facilities and Financing Element, Economic Development Element, Water
Resources Element, the RDEIR and its appendices, and the FEIR.

Inventories- Numerous inventories are contained in the Background Report and
RDEIR and its appendices. The Background report contains over 130 tables and
over 40 figures. The RDEIR contains over 100 tables and over 30 figures. Areas
of interest include Williamson Act Properties (Background Report Chapter 4),
Natural Communities (Background Report Chapter 8), Scenic Resources
(Background Report Chapter 11), Public Facilities (Background Report Chapter
7).

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the
following manner:
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The Background Report , the RDEIR and its appendices.

Archeological Resources- The GPU provides policies to manage and protect
sites of cultural and archaeological importance for the benefit of present and
future generations. Certified L.ocal Government is addressed in the GPU in the
Environmental Resources Management Element.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the
following manner:

The GPU Land Use Element, Environmental Resources Management Element,
Foothill Growth Management Plan, the RDEIR and its appendices.

Flood Control- The GPU Health and Safety Element contains policies to
minimize the possibility for loss of life, injury, or damage to property as a result of
flood hazards.

These areas of continued comment regarding the GPU are addressed in the
following manner:

The GPU meets the requirements of AB 162 as specified in Policy Comment
Matrix 3C Number 33.







BEFORE THE PLANNING COMMISSION
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE MATTER OF THE TULARE
COUNTY PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN

2030 UPDATE RESOLUTION NO. XXXX

Resolution of the Planning Commission of the County of Tulare recommending
the adoption of the proposed General Plan 2030 Update, with modifications described in
greater detail below.

WHEREAS, the Tulare County Board of Supervisors has initiated action to
amend the Tulare County General Plan pursuant to title 7, Chapter 3, Articles 5 and 6 of
the Government Code of the State of California; and

WHEREAS, Tulare County ("County™) is a political subdivision of the State of
California, and is located in California's central valley bounded by Fresno County to the
north, Kern County to the south, Inyo County to the east, and Kings County to the west;
and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has given notice of the proposed
amendment to the General Plan as provided in Sections 65353, 65090, and 65091 of the
Government Code of the State of California and as provided for in the County’s
California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, staff has made such investigation of fact bearing upon the proposed
General Plan 2030 Update to assure action consistent with the procedures and purposes
set forth in the California Government Code, the State General Plan Guidelines, and the
Tulare County General Plan; and

WHEREAS, a public notice was printed in the Dinuba Sentinel on October 6,
2011, the Visalia Times Delta, Porterville Recorder, and the Tulare Advance Register on
October 7, 2011 at least ten days prior to the public hearing and that hearing was held at
which public testimony was received at a public hearing before the Planning Commission
on October 19, 2011 and November 16, 2011;

WHEREAS, the General 2030 Plan Update document consists of:

Part I, called the “Goals and Policies Report,” includes fourteen elements that apply
countywide. Those adopted in 2012 as new or revised clements join three existing
elements, the Housing Element (adopted in 2003), Flood Control Master Plan (1972) and
the Animal Confinement Facilities Plan (ACFP)-Phase I {(adopted in 2000). The Housing
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Element, the Flood Control Master Plan, and Animal Confinement Facilities Plan
(ACFP)-Phase I, were not revised or readopted as part of the Update but are included in
Part I. The Goals and Policies Report is organized into four components and includes:

Component A. General Plan Framework:
® Planning Framework Element (adopted 2012)
Component B. Prosperity:

»  Agriculture Element (adopted 2012)

® Land Use Element (adopted 2012)

® Economic Development Element (adopted 2012)
® Housing Element (adopted 2010)

Component C. Environment:

®  Scenic Landscapes Element (adopted 2012)

* Environmental Resource Management Element (adopted 2012)

Air Quality Element (adopted 2012)

Health and Safety Element (adopted 2012)

Water Resources Element (adopted 2012)

Animal Confinement Facilities Plan (ACPF)-Phase I (adopted 2000)

Component D. Infrastructure:

® Transportation and Circulation Element (adopted 2012)
® Public Facilities and Services Element (adopted 2012)
" The Flood Control Master Plan (adopted 1972)

The structure and organization of the Goals and Policies Report is described in greater
detail later in this Introduction under “Goals and Policies Report Framework.”

Part II includes three “Area Plans,” one for each of the three major geographic areas of
the County. They are:

® Rural Valley Lands Plan (adopted in revised form 2012)
* Foothill Growth Management Plan (adopted in revised form 2012)
®  Mountain Framework Plan (adopted 2012)

Part I also includes a new Corridor Framework Plan (adopted 2010), which establishes
policies that will guide the potential adoption of Corridor Plans within the County. Any
such adopted Corridor Plan will be included in Part III,
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Part III of the General Plan 2030 Update consists of a number of existing planning
documents: Sub-Area Plans, County Adopted City General Plans, and Community Plans.
Each of these plans, described in the following pages, applies tailored policies to
specified portions of the County. These existing plans were not revised or readopted in
2010 as part of the General Plan Update with two exceptions: the Urban Development
Boundary for the Pixley Community Plan was modified to include the Harmon Field
Airport and the County Adopted City General Plan for Dinuba was modified to reflect
that the Dinuba Golf Course, residential and wastewater treatment area were annexed to
the City of Dinuba.

Furthermore, the General Plan 2030 Update anticipates adopting additional Sub-Area
Plans, County Adopted City General Plans, and Community Plans, as well as Mountain
Service Center Plans, Hamlet Plans, and Corridor Plans, These anticipated plans are
discussed below. Each will become components of Part III of the General Plan when
adopted:

Thus, Part IIT includes:
® Five existing Sub-Area plans:

o QGreat Western Divide North Half Plan (a Sub-Area plan located within the
boundaries of the Mountain Framework Plan) (adopted 1990)

» Kennedy Meadows Plan (a Sub-Area plan located within the boundaries of
the Mountain Framework Plan) (adopted 1986}

* Kings River Plan (a Sub-Area plan located within the boundaries of the
Rural Valley Lands Plan) (adopted 1975)

* Sequoia Field Land Use and Public Buildings Element (adopted 1981)
amended to Juvenile Detention Facility-Sequoia Field Land Use and
Public Buildings Elements (adopted 1995)

The Goals and Policies Report also identifies five additional Sub-Areas, all within the
Mountain Framework Plan area, for which Sub-Area plans have not been adopted to date.
These Sub-Areas will become components of Part II] of the General Plan when adopted:

Great Western Divide South Half Plan
Posey Plan

Redwood Mountain Plan

South Sierra Plan

Upper Balch Park Plan

®  FEight existing County Adopted City General Plans, including two neighborhood
plans, that cover the areas between the city limit lines of the eight incorporated
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cities in Tulare County and the County-adopted Urban Area Boundaries and
Urban Development Boundaries for those cities (note that Tulare County does not
have the authority to regulate land use within the city limits of those cities):

Dinuba (adopted 1964, revised 2012 by this update to include the Dinuba
Golf Course)
Exeter (adopted 1976)
Farmersville (adopted 1976)
Lindsay {adopted 1981)
Porterville (adopted 1990)

° East Porterville Neighborhood Plan (adopted 1990)
Tulare (adopted 1980)
Visalia (adopted 1992)

° Patterson Tract Neighborhood Plan (adopted 1992)
Woodlake (adopted 1986)

» In addition, the Goals and Policies Report calls for adopting two additional
County Adopted City General Plans. Both of these areas have established Urban
Development Boundaries. These County Adopted City General Plans will become
components of Part I1I of the General Plan when adopted:

Delano
Kingsburg

®  Twelve Existing Community Plans:

Cutler/Orosi Community Plan (adopted 1988)
Earlimart Community Plan (adopted 1988)

Goshen Community Plan (adopted 1978)

Ivanhoe Community Plan (adopted 1990)

Pixley Community Plan (adopted 1997, revised 2010 by this update to
include Harmon Field)

Poplar/Cotton Center Community Plan (adopted 1996)
Richgrove Community Plan (adopted 1987)
Springville Community Plan (adopted 1585)
Strathmore Community Plan (adopted 1989)

Terra Bella/Ducor Community Plan (adopted 2004)
Three Rivers Community Plan (adopted 1980)

Traver Community Plan (adopted 1989)

= Ipn addition, the Goals and Policies Report designates eight additional
communities and calls for adopting a Community Plan for each. Each of these
Communities has an existing Urban Development Boundary except Sultana.
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These Community Plans will become components of Part III of the General Plan
when adopted:

Alpaugh
East Orosi
Lemon Cove
London
Plainview
Sultana
Tipton
Woodville

®»  Mountain Service Center Plans: The Goals and Policies Report designates certain
existing developed areas within the boundaries of the Mountain Framework Plan
as Mountain Service Centers and calls for adopting Mountain Service Center
Plans (as a part of the Mountain Sub Area Plan) for these locations. These
Mountain Service Center Plans will become components of Part IIl of the General
Plan when adopted:

Balance Rock

Balch Park

Blue Ridge

California Hot Springs/Pine Flat
Fairview

Hartland

Johnsondale

McClenney Tract
Panorama Heights
Posey/Idlewild

Poso Park

Silver City

Sugarloaf Mountain Park
Sugarloaf Park
Sugarloaf Village
Wilsonia

*  Hamlet Development Plans: The Goals and Policies Report also designates certain
locations as Hamlets and calls for the adoption of a Hamlet Development Plan for
each of these, These Hamlet Development Plans will become components of Part
Il of the General Plan when adopted:

s Allensworth
» Delit Colony
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¢ East Tulare Villa
e Lindcove

e Monson

»  Sevilie

e Teviston

¢ Tonyville

¢  Waukena

¢ West Goshen
o Yettem

»  Corridor Plans: The Corridor Framework Plan in Part II establishes policies that
would guide the potential adoption of “Corridor Plans” within the County. When
adopted the Corridor Plans will become part of Part IT1 of the General Plan. This
may include:

¢ The Mooney Corridor Concepts Plan (suspended by Tulare County
Board of Supervisors, General Plan Amendment 04-001 and
Resolution No. 04-0651 pending adoption of the Corridor Framework
Plan) |

» Additional Corridor Plans to be determined

Updated or Deleted Sectiens and Elements

The following provisions of the County’s prior General Plan are deleted with the 2010
adoption of General Plan 2030 Update. State-mandated content formerly addressed in
these elements is now covered in new provisions of the General Plan, as described in

Table 1.1 (page 1-12):

®  Civic Center Master Plan

®  Environmental Resource Management Element (Open
Space/Recreation/Conservation Element)

® Land Use Element

® Library Master Plan

®  Noise Element

®=  Public Buildings Plan

®  Safety Element

Scenic Highways Element

Seismic Safety Element

Transportation/Circulation Element

Urban Boundaries Element

Water and Liquid Waste Management Element

; and
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WHEREAS, the General Plan is the County’s principal policy document to
guide growth, development, and conservation, and is the foundation for all planning
decisions; and

WHEREAS, the Tulare County Ordinance Code and Tulare County Zoning
Ordinance implements the broad policies of the General Plan by specifying the uses
permitted on each parcel of land, the intensity of development, and standards
for development; and

WHEREAS, at said public hearing the Planning Commission considered the
staff report contained which is maintained by the County and incorporated herein by
reference along with evidence and testimony at said hearing; and the
recommended action to certify the Final Environmental Impact Report ; and

WHEREAS, Planning Commission has considered (A) the "proposed project”
draft of the General Plan also known as the "February 2010 General Plan 2030 Update
Document", (B) revisions to the General Plan based upon mitigation measures and
alternatives identified in the Recirculated Draft EIR, and the proposed Final EIR, (C)
revisions to the General Plan suggested in comment letters, the Correctory Table and
Matrices {(Attachment 3 A) titled "Public Policy Comment Matrix™), Attachment 3B is
titled "Tulare County 2030 General Plan Update Summary of Changes", Attachment 3 C
is titled the "General Plan 2030 Update Correctory Table", response to comments, and
additional public comments made and submitted at public meetings up to the time of
adoption of this resolution; and

WHEREAS, prior to said hearing, the County sought out and incorporated
public input throughout the preparation of the General Plan Update. As part of the
public outreach and participation efforts, the County held a total of 87 public
workshops, Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors working sessions,
community meetings, technical committee meetings, and other public engagement events
at different locations throughout the County, in addition to public hearings before the
Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, letters in compliance with SB 18 as Enacted March 1, 2005 were
sent with offer for consultation, to the California American Native Tribes on October 3,
2006. Consultation was only requested by Lawrence Bill (SNNAC) within the 90-day
consultation period. Staff met with Lawrence Bill and SNNAC members on February 11,
2007. Discussion emphasized burial issues and not specific General Plan issues; and

WHEREAS, the “Recirculated Draft EIR” refers to the Recirculated Draft EIR
released for review in March 2010.
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WHEREAS, the “Final Recirculated Draft EIR”, also referred to as the “Final
EIR” or “Final Environmental Impact Report” for the Tulare County General Plan 2030
Update and the Climate Action Plan (SCH#2006041162), includes the following
documents (consistent with CEQA. Guidelines Section 15132): the Recirculated Draft
EIR, Table of Contents, Executive Summary, Chapter 1 “Introduction and Readers
Guide”, Chapter 2 “Minor Revisions to the RDEIR”, Chapter 3 “Comments on the
RDEIR?” as provided in Volume II , Chapter 4 “Master Responses”, Chapter 5 “Response
to Comments on the RDEIR”; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recognizes the need and desirability to
conduct reviews of, and consider amendments to, the General Plan to accommodate
the changing needs of the County; and

WHEREAS, staff has made such investigation of fact bearing upon the proposed
General Plan 2030 Update to assure action consistent with the procedures and purposes
set forth in the California Government Code; and

WHEREAS, this action is taken to all applicable procedures required by state law
and the County of Tulare; and

WHEREAS, the action recited herein is found to be essential for the
preservation of public health, safety, and general welfare; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

A. The Planning Commission hereby finds that the above recitals are true and correct
and are incorporated herein by reference as if set forth in full,

B. The Planning Commission opened the Public hearing and Received a Staff
Presentation on the General Plan 2030 Update Proposed Ciimate Action Plan and
Proposed Final Environmental Impact Report,

C. The Planning Commission has received public comment and testimony regarding
adoption of the Proposed General Plan 2030 Update,

D. The Planning Commission Closed the Public Hearing,

E. Planning Commission hereby recommends adoption of the “February 2010
General Plan 2030 Update Document” (attached as Appendix C to the
Recirculated Draft EIR) also known as the “proposed project” in the Final
Recirculated Draft EIR, as modified by (A) the mitigation measures suggested by
the preparers of the Final Recirculated Draft EIR (i.e. those mitigation measures
and policies identified in the sections of the Recirculated Draft Environmental
Impact Report labeled “Required Additional Mitigating Policies and
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Implementation Measures™) as modified in the Final Recirculated Draft EIR, (B)
the revisions recommended by Staff in the Correctory Table ((Attachment 3 A)
titled “Public Policy Comment Matrix™), revisions recommended by Staff in
Attachment 3B titled “Tulare County 2030 General Plan Update Summary of
Changes”, revisions recommended by Staff in Attachment 3 C titled the “General
Plan 2030 Update Correctory Table”, and (3) those revisions suggested by Staff
in the Addendum to Attachment 3C titled “ Addendum to Attachment 3C General
Plan City Section PF — 4 Comment Matrix.

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon motion of Commissioner____,
seconded by Commissioner , at a meeting of the Planning Commission on
the 7th day of December, by the following roll call vote,

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:

TULARE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Michael C. Spata, Secretary
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COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE MATTER OF THE TULARE
COUNTY PROPSED GENERAL PLAN 2030
UPDATE PROPOSED CLIMATE ACTION
PLAN

RESOLUTION NO. XXXX

i i

Resolution of the Planning Commission of the County of Tulare regarding the
recommendation for the adoption of the Proposed Climate Action Plan.

WHEREAS, the Tulare County Board of Supervisors has initiated action to
amend the Tulare County General Plan pursuant to title 7, Chapter 3, Articles 5 and 6 of
the Government Code of the State of California; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has given notice of the proposed
amendment to the General Plan as provided in Sections 65353, 65090, and 65091 of the
Government Code of the State of California and as provided for in the County’s
California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, staff has made such investigation of fact bearing upon the proposed
General Plan 2030 Update to assure action consistent with the procedures and purposes
set forth in the California Government Code, the State General Plan Guidelines, and the
Tulare County General Plan; and

WHEREAS, a public notice was printed in the Dinuba Sentinel on October 6,
2011, the Visalia Times Delta, Porterville Recorder, and the Tulare Advance Register on
October 7, 2011 at least ten days prior to the public hearing and that hearing was held at
which public testimony was received at a public hearing before the Planning Commission
on October 19, 2011 and November 16, 2011;

WHEREAS, to augment the Goals, Policies and Actions of the General Plan
2030 Update, the County has prepared a Climate Action Plan (CAP); and

WHEREAS, the County of Tulare Climate Action Plan was evaluated
concurrently with the proposed General Plan 2030 Update and analyzed in the
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report and Final Environmental Impact
Report ; and

WHEREAS, the Climate Action Plan incorporates many of the General Plan
2030 Update and Goals, Policies addressing the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions
and adaptation strategies which are contained throughout the General Plan 2030
Update; and
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WHEREAS, The Climate Action Plan provides the strategies for the County of
Tulare to reduce greenhouse gas emissions consistent with the direction of the State
of California via AB32 the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (2006
Stats, Ch. 488) and Governor's Executive Order S-03-05; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

A. That the Planning Commission of the County of Tulare, California find that the
above recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein by this reference as
if set forth in full.

B. That the Planning Commission opened the Public hearing and received a Staff
Presentation on the General Plan 2030 Update Proposed Climate Action Plan.

C. The Planning Commission has received and considered all public comment and
testimony regarding Proposed Climate Action Plan.

D. The Planning Commission Closed the Public Hearing and the Planning
Commission hereby recommends that the Board of Supervisors adopt the Climate

Action Plan.

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon motion of Commissioner
seconded by Commissioner at a meeting of the Planning Commission on
the 7th day of December 2011, by the following roll call vote.

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:

TULARE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Michael C, Spata, Secretary
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Attachment 2 Verbal Public Hearing Comments 10-19-11 and 11-16-11

No. Received (Commenter Agency
1 10/19/2011 |Lasky, Gary Sierra Club, Fresno
2 10/18/2011 [Clum, Peter Individual
3 10/19/2011 |Jackson, James Individual
4 10/19/2011 {Mclntire, Richard Sierra Nevada Alliance
5 10/19/2011 |Campbell, Warren |individual
6 10/18/2011 |Johnson, David Iindividual
7 10/19/2011 |Dackawich, John Individual
8 10/19/2011 |Cid, Amparo Individual
9 10/19/2011 |Brodfuehrer, Kara [California Rural Legal Assistance
10 10/19/2011 |Brannan, Lois Tulare County League of Women Voters
11 10/19/2011 |Qoley, Leon Individual
12 10/19/2011 |Nielsen, Bill Individual
13 10/19/2011 |Manning, Terry Individual
14 10/19/2011 |Bodner, Karen Individual
15 10/19/2011 |Schawaller, Laurie |Individual
16 10/19/2011 |Gorden, Mary South Sierra Archeological Society
17 10/19/2011 [Schawaller, Greg Individual
18 10/19/2011 [Kendall, Roy Individual
19 10/19/2011 [Seligman, James Individual
20 10/19/2011 |Kirkpatrick, Shirley |Individual
21 10/19/2011 [Manro, Don Individual
22 10/19/2011 |Newton, Brian Tulare County Audubon Society
23 10/19/2011 {Clum, Carole Individual

24 11/16/2011 |Cid, Amparo California Rural Legal Assistance
25 11/16/2011 |Quevedo, Jesus Individual

26 11/16/2011 |Hollingshed, DeboraljIindividual

27 11/16/2011 |Zaragoza, Ofelia Individual

28 11/16/2011 |Lapaima, Jeaneite |Individual

29 11/16/2011 |Fry, Connie Individual

30 11/16/2011 |Smith, Ken Individual

31 11/16/2011 |Seligman, Kathleen |Individual

32 11/16/2011 |Campe, Sarah Individual

33 11/16/2011 |Peck, Stephen Peck Planning and Development
34 11/16/2011 |Sartucche, Johnny [Individual

35 11/16/2011 |Nesmith, Rudy Individual

36 11/16/2011 [West, Shiela Individual

37 11/16/2011 [Clum, Carole Individual

38 11/16/2011 [Bodner, Karen Individual

39 11/16/2011 |Manning, Terry Individual

40 11/16/2011 |Newton, Brian Tulare County Audubon Society
41 11/16/2011 {Manro, Don Individual

42 11/16/2011 |Dunlap, Brad City of Porterville Planning Department
43 11/16/2011 |Kendall, Roy Individual

44 11/16/2011 |Schwaller, Laurie Individual




Attachment 2 Written Comments Received 10-6-11 to 11-16-11

No. Received [Commenter Agency/Individual
1 10/06/11 |Pilling, George Individual
2 10/12/11 [Peck, Stephen Individual
3 10/16/11 |Bluestein, Ken and Laurie [ndividual
4 10/17/11 |Stewart, Joan California Native Plant Society
5 10/18/11 |Marks, Anne individual
6 10/18/11 |Nipp, Gordon L. Sierra Club Kern Kaweah Chapter
7 10/18/11 |Breckenridge, Sara Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger, LLP
8 10/18/11 |Glanter, Tamara S. Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger, LLP
9 10/19/11 |Kendall, Roy J. Individual
10 10/19/11 |Schwaller, Greg Individual
11 10/18/11 |Schwaller, Laurie Individual
12 10/18/11 |Qoley, Leon Individual
13 10/19/11 |Brodfuehrer, Kara California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc.
14 10/19/11 |Jackson, James and Ericka |Jim Jackson Family Farms
15 10/19/11 |Keenan, Bob Home Builders Association
16 10/19/11 |Clum, Peter Individual
17 10/19/11 |[Clum, Carole Individual
18 10/21/11 |Combs, Carole K. Tulare Basin Wildlife Partners11/1
19 10/24/11 |Huber, Ann Individual
20 10/27/11 |Schwaller, Greg and Laurie |Individual
21 10/31/11 |Pugh, Paul F. Sequoia Valley Resource Corporation
22 11/08/11 |Schwaller, Greg and Laurie |Individual
23 11/09/11 |Peck, Stephen Peck Planning and Development, LLC
24 11/12/11 |Adest, Gary River Ridge Ranch
25 11/13/11 |Mayer, Jean Individual
26 11/13/11 |Gregg, Mignon Individual
27 11/13/11 |Selph, Mona Fox Individual
28 11/13/11 |Bullene, Dan and Sharon Sequoia River Dance Bed & Breakfast
29 11/14/11 {Mutch, Linda Individual
Robillard, Sylvie and
30 11/14/11 |Gordon, Mary A. Southern Sierra Archaeological Society
31 11/15/11 |McMillan, Mehmet Individual
32 11/15/11 |Watts, Bruce Individual
33 11/15/11 |Winters, Sue Individual
34 11/15/11 |Schwaller, Greg and Laurie [Individual
35 11/16/11 |Pensar, Bill Individual
36 11/16/11 |Bodner, Karen Individual
37 11/16/11 |Schwaller, Laurie Individual
38 11/16/11 |Gunther-Seligman, Kathleen [Individual
39 11/16/11 |Campe, Sarah Individual
40 11/16/11 |Quevedo, Jesus Asociacion de Gente Unida Por El Agua
41 11/16/11 |Clum, Peter and Carole Sierra Club Kern Kaweah Chapter
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